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Montagnets, they will say, ‘‘ A#sirond says:” this is
the name of one of their Captains. In short, it is in
these places they dignify their style of language,
and try [181] to speak well. Almost all their minds
are naturally of very good quality; they reason very
clearly, and do not stumble in their speeches; and so
they make a point of mocking those who trip; some
seem to be born orators.

3. After some one has given his opinion the Head
of the Council repeats, or causes to be repeated, what
he has said; consequently, matters must be clearly
understood, so often are they repeated. This was
very fortunate for me, at the Council of which I
have spoken to you, where I made them a present to
encourage them to take the road to Heaven; for one
of the Captains felicitously repeated all that I had
said, and dilated upon it and amplified it better than
I had done, and in better terms; for, in truth, owing
to our limited knowledge of the Language, we say
not what we wish, but what we can.

4. Each one ends his advice in these terms, Con-
dayauendi Ierhayde cha nonhwicwahachen: that is to
say, ‘“ That is my thought on the subject under Dis-
cussion:” then the whole Assembly responds with a
very strong respiration drawn [182] from the pit of
the stomach, Haau. 1 have noticed that when any
one has spoken to their liking, this Haax is given
forth with much more effort.

The fifth remarkable thing is their great prudence
and moderation of speech; I would not dare to say
they always use this self-restraint, for I know that
sometimes they sting each other,— but yet you always
remark a singular gentleness and discretion. Ihave
scarcely ever been present at their Councils; but,



